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Visitors from the USA

In 2025, Osaka Kyoiku University (OKU) received visits from its two
partner schools in the United States, Western Carolina University
(WCU) and the University of North Carolina Wilmington (UNCW). We
have a longstanding partnership with both schools including a history
of collaboration and student exchange programs. Western Carolina
University visited our Kashiwara campus on May 26th. Their Japanese
professor, Dr. Ono and graduate advisor Lex Ingram brought 15
students from WCU to OKU. Lex had studied for one year as an
exchange student at OKU so she
was able to share her knowledge
of the university with the students.
The students toured our campus,
ate in our dining hall, took part in
English classes, communicating
with our students, and partook in
a Japanese cultural exchange
with Global Kashiba, a community
group that shares Japanese culture
and language with our study
abroad students.

WCU and OKU students in English class

UNCW visited OKU from June 9th to June 12th. On the first day, they
toured the Kashiwara campus. Ota Sensei and his students in the kendo
club taught our students the philosophy and techniques of kendo. On
the second and fourth days, the students visited the attached
preschool, elementary, middle, and high schools in Hirano, learning
about the differences in Japanese and American education. On the
third day, they visited Katashimo Elementary School. They ate school
lunch in the classroom and taught the students English lessons.

UNCW students learning Kendo from OKU students
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